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Statistical AnnexTable 1. Basic Indicators, 2010
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Population Land area Population Density
GDP based on  PPP valuation       GDP per Capita             Annual real GDP growth

(thousands) (thousands of km2) (pop / km2) (USD million) ( PPP valuation, USD) (average over 2002-10)

Algeria 35 423 2 382 15 234 572 6 622 3,9

Angola 18 993 1 247 15 115 805 6 097 12,3
Benin 9 212  115 80 13 833 1 502 3,6
Botswana 1 978  582 3 30 407 15 376 4,3
Burkina Faso 16 287  274 59 20 986 1 289 5,5
Burundi 8 519  28 306 3 176  373 3,3
Cameroon 19 958  476 42 45 971 2 303 3,2
Cape Verde  513  4 127 2 147 4 188 6,1
Central Afr. Rep. 4 506  623 7 3 341  741 1,7
Chad 11 506 1 284 9 17 469 1 518 8,4
Comoros  691  2 309  845 1 223 1,8
Congo 3 759  342 11 15 722 4 183 5,0
Congo Dem. Rep. 67 827 2 345 29 28 080  414 5,6
Côte d'Ivoire 21 571  322 67 36 652 1 699 1,2
Djibouti  879  23 38 2 131 2 424 4,1
Egypt * 84 474 1 001 84 501 752 5 940 5,1
Equatorial Guinea  693  28 25 18 355 26 472 12,9
Eritrea 5 224  118 44 3 432  657 0,0
Ethiopia* 84 976 1 104 77 91 304 1 074 8,6
Gabon 1 501  268 6 22 319 14 866 2,2
Gambia 1 751  11 155 3 525 2 013 5,2
Ghana 24 333  239 102 37 135 1 526 5,9
Guinea 10 324  246 42 11 672 1 131 2,5
Guinea-Bissau 1 647  36 46 17 693 10 740 1,5
Kenya 40 863  593 69 71 304 1 745 4,1
Lesotho 2 084  30 69 2 972 1 426 3,1
Liberia 4 102  111 37 2 266  552 1,7
Libya 6 546 1 760 4 93 233 14 244 5,2
Madagascar 20 146  587 34 18 454  916 2,4
Malawi 15 692  118 132 13 650  870 5,7
Mali 13 323 1 240 11 15 243 1 144 4,9
Mauritania 3 366 1 026 3 8 250 2 451 4,1
Mauritius 1 297  2 636 18 513 14 278 3,9
Morocco 32 381  711 46 156 306 4 827 4,6
Mozambique 23 406  802 29 26 386 1 127 7,7
Namibia 2 212  824 3 14 949 6 758 4,9
Niger 15 891 1 267 13 10 979  691 4,7
Nigeria 158 259  924 171 384 084 2 427 9,1
Rwanda 10 277  26 390 9 478  922 6,8
São Tomé & Príncipe  165  1 172  327 1 978 6,3
Senegal 12 861  197 65 22 009 1 711 3,9
Seychelles  85 0,455 186 2 303 27 222 2,6
Sierra Leone 5 836  72 81 5 128  879 8,7
Somalia 9 359  638 15 … … …
South Africa 50 492 1 221 41 521 779 10 334 3,6
Sudan 43 192 2 506 17 92 741 2 147 6,9
Swaziland* 1 202  17 69 6 389 5 315 2,4
Tanzania 45 040  945 48 63 549 1 411 7,0
Togo 6 780  57 119 6 289  928 2,5
Tunisia 10 374  164 63 100 606 9 698 4,5
Uganda 33 796  241 140 48 068 1 422 7,2
Zambia 13 257  753 18 22 571 1 703 5,6
Zimbabwe 12 644  391 32 3 238  256 -3,1

Africa 1031 472 30 323 34 3 049 131 2 956 5,5

Note: * Fiscal year July (n-1)/June (n)  

Sources: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division, World Population Prospects, The 2008 Revision. 

                 AfDB Statistics Department, Various domestic authorities and IMF World Economic Outlook (march 2011) and author's estimates and projections.

Table 1 - Basic Indicators, 2010



”Whenever A, provided conditions {x, y, z], then B follows, with 
probability p”

the problem of induction 







A popular misconception, version 2
Research  = {data  analysis with a method  results}

qualitative ‘methods

Discourse Analysis is a Method



The logic of qualitative ’methods’
empiricism

(finding, creating) a data set 

third i case study

 however, because in post-positivist contexts there is no more any attempt to 
identify any general regularity or invariance (i.e. no attempt to develop 
inductive arguments), the idea of a case as a case of something is easily lost

instance of a class 

which the case illuminates and explicates” 
(G.Thomas)





Problem 1: Discourse Analysis is a 
Method (in its many variations) tends to be practically 
misleading in a number of ways:



Problem 2: A commitment to 

 ASSUMPTION 1

 ASSUMPTION 2

 ASSUMPTION 3



Problem 3: A student or researcher puzzled with the 
risks getting lost in meta’theory’, and more 

specifically in the difficulties and obscurities of poststucturalist
language (after this critical turning point there is no empiricism left 
of course…)

either
or

 Alan Sokal – and simple computer programmes – can produce endless lines of 
post-structural-looking language with no intent of communicating anything….

 “…the continental philosophical game is mostly about deep reading and roundabout 
speech. By the time you have gone to the trouble of learning the relevant codes, you 
will have become an ‘insider’ capable of wielding a sort of esoteric power by virtue of 
that fact alone.” (S.Fuller)



Problem 4

guru

also within 
the camp of quantitative empiricists 



losing all sight of
the fundamental questions 

schools of thought tend to persist

stimulus to, intrinsic
tendencies towards scholasticism 
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guru



Research  = {data  analysis with a method  results}
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alternatives
OR:





theory



contrast-space



 

 

 

ENTER   

Formulation of an 
already existing 
position (relevant, 
interesting, 
important etc) 

Substantiation, 

elaboration, 

and critical 

development 

Encounter with 

inconsistency, 

the emergence 

of aporias  

Modification or 

replacement of 

the position 



apory



 

START: State and 
identify two or 

more conflicting 
theses

Introduce 
conflict-
resolving 

distinctions

Revise the 
conflicting theses 
in the light of the 
new distinction

Explain how the 
distinction helps

Move beyond the initial 
conflict to assess its larger 
lessons (the conflict may 

still occur at another level)



instantly may take time



of a theory and give rise to a characteristic 
set of problems and plausible answers to them.

 

 

 

 

Aporetic 
inconsistency 

Resolution 

through 

distinctions and 

new concepts 

Challenges, and 

difficulties; the 

emergence of 

new questions  

New 

answers 



conceptual and 
theoretical innovations

An idea

a geo-historical social practice 

peace war-making



from
to

ontological



how would it be possible to see, analyse, and explain 
qualitative transformations internal to objects



 historical evidence

 case-study style evidence, 

 quantitative evidence

 methodological arguments

 philosophical arguments (ontology, epistemology, ethics)

 normative arguments 

 conceptual arguments through distinctions & innovations





the scientific method

It is this meaning and the related method-fetishism that still 
haunts social sciences





earth and life sciences

detective work & 
argumentation in trial

methodology of philosophy

OF



earth and life sciences

explanations must be compatible with the laws of nature 

what must have taken place 
in order to leave the empirical evidence that we see today

systematic comparisons of subsystems 



detective work & 
argumentation in trial

any empirical clues

sufficient time to investigate and bring in all available evidence –
both theoretical and empirical – to make their case



philosophy
only a type 

only a moment 

methodology of philosophy 

aporias

informative adequacy 

rational cogency 

rational economy 



informative adequacy

1. NEVER BAR THE PATH OF INQUIRY

2. ALL AFFIRMATION IS NEGATION

3. NO ENTITY WITHOUT IDENTITY



rational cogency
1. NOTHING IS WITHOUT REASON

2. NOTHING COMES FROM NOTHING

3. A CHAIN IS NO STRONGER THAN ITS WEAKEST LINK

4. OPT FOR THE LEAST UNACCEPTABLE ALTERNATIVE



rational economy, 1
1) THAT WHICH CANNOT BE HAD SHOULD NOT BE 

DEMANDED

impossible

irrational to demand the certainty 

presumptive 
defeasible generalizations



rational economy, 2
2) CONTRADICTION IS A CATASTROPHE THAT HAS TO BE 

ADDRESSED

3) NEVER EXPLAIN WHAT IS OBSCURE BY SOMETHING YET 
MORE SO



rational economy, 3

4) NEVER MAKE MATTERS MORE COMPLICATED THAN 
THEY HAVE TO BE

o ”Never employ 

presumptive 
defeasible generalization and at worst a factual impossibility

5) ENTITIES ARE NOT TO BE MULTIPLIED BEYOND 
NECESSITY



rational economy, 4
6) DO NOT BELABOUR THE OBVIOUS

7) NEVER FLOG A DEAD HORSE





should be clear why the empiricist scheme is 
misleading: 

Research  = {data  analysis with a method  results}

The appeal of quantitative empiricism was based on a false 
model of science and the related 19th century idea of 
scientific method (by the 2010s already anachronistic).

Social scientific research moves always within the already 
established fields of theories and problematics

 the first task is to learn to know these and their historical paths of 
development well

Inconsistencies, conflicts among (hypo)theses, contradictions 
and aporias are the dialectical driving forces of research and 
argumentation that aims at systematic collective learning.



Empirical evidence plays crucial role in most research 
processes, but contrasts, conflicts, contradictions and 
aporias are typically resolved through conceptual and 
theoretical work: 
 through distinctions & conceptual complexification and innovation

Different types of evidence and modes of arguments are 
relevant, depending on the research path taken

 it is irrational to let a pre-chosen data set or method to decide the best 
way to tackle an inconsistency or aporia (or worse: to be used as an 
excuse for ignoring theories and problematics entirely)


